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wrecked and hundreds of thousands must have been
starved out in a few days* In order to prevent panic,
every one of the innumerable Governments which sprang
up in Germany, like mushrooms overnight, made a
point of at once promising security of the person and
protection of property. They ordered existing food
officials to remain at their posts ; they threatened instant
punishment to any rioter. Their decrees, orders, and
appeals may be read in any German paper which was
able to appear in the second week of November. What
appears very prominently in these appeals is the genuine
belief which those who framed them had in the power of
argument; they rely more on the appeal to good feeling
than on the attempt to enforce authority* This is
significant; it shows a certain habit of looking at the
world as a place where reason will be a master principle.
This is very characteristic of those who made the German
Revolution, as I have already pointed out in my first
chapter* Indeed, some of the best and most sincere work
of the German revolutionaries is embodied in argumen-
tative findings of Commissions or preambles of laws,
documents important rather by the fact that they exist as
suggestions to be carried out by the next generation than
because they are being carried out by this one* To
return to the first few days of the Revolution, there
exists a most curious document from the local Frankfurt
Government to the farmers of the district, explaining,
with good faith in the power of argument alone, that it